
Please note that our website 

address is: 

www.rodneycollege.com 

Action on the property front 
continues this term and I’m 
happy to report that our 
Canteen Hub canopy is 
finally up. This project has 

been a joint school/PTA funded venture, that has 
been in the pipeline for a few years now. We’re 
very pleased that it has arrived just before the 
winter weather sets in. We have further 
improvements to the school planned in Term 2. 

We hope to look much sharper from the outside 
very soon as the whole school exterior is 
scheduled for a total repaint. At the same time, 
our Enviro group plan to replant the bare banks 
by the new ramps, whilst work to tidy up the top 
carpark driveway will also occur.  
It’s been a very positive and productive term, as 
the items contained within this newsletter reflect. 
As usual, we finish on a high, with our Kapa Haka 
group performing with pride and dignity at the 
annual Tai Tokerau Secondary Schools Kapa 
Haka Festival in Kerikeri. And whilst the term 
may be coming to an end, our teachers are still 

working hard to prepare for the first Parent 
Teacher Conference (PST) occurring in the 
second week of Term 2 on Thursday 10 May. 
This is an important meeting for you and your 
child and we all look forward to seeing you on 
this day.   
 
 
Ka kite ano 
 

 
 
 
 

Irene Symes  
Principal 
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NZQA fees  
have now been 

added to student accounts & 
are due by 

1 September 2018. 
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CELL PHONE USE 

While students are allowed to have their 
phones at school, please can parents be 
respectful when they choose to communicate 
with their child.  Students are not to be using 
their phones in class without the permission of 
their teacher. Your child may have their phone 
confiscated if they do not use it in the 
appropriate way. 

If you wish to communicate with your child 
during school hours, 
please feel free to 
ring the student 
office on 423 6038. 
Please help us to 
use our class time 
for teaching and 
learning. 

DROPPING OFF AND COLLECTING 

STUDENTS 

All pick ups and 
drops off must be 
at the Tomas Road 
courts, not within 
the bus bay. 
Under NO 
circumstances 
are students to be 
picked up or dropped off at the top of 
the driveway or in the office area. The 
only exception is if you are collecting 
your child from the sick bay. 

BIOLOGY LEIGH TRIP 

Level 2 Biology students 
had an exciting day at 
Leigh collecting data for a 
Level 2 Biology research 
standard. The students 
were looking for ecology 
patterns in the rocky 
shore. 
It was a overcast day but 
the sun did come out for 
us. Our students were all 
awesome and all 
respectful of the marine 
reserve.  
Ms Horrell-Morrison 

MANGAWHAI TROUBADOR TRAIL 

A small contingent of our Kapahaka group 
performed at the last station for the 
Mangawhai Troubador Trail. This is part of 
the annual Mangawhai Walking Weekend. 

 The feedback we had from the audiences 

was overwhelmingly positive. The group 
were fantastic representatives of our 
college. 

We look forward to seeing their performance 
at Te Taitokerau Festival at Kerikeri High 
School this term. 

http://www.rodneycollege.school.nz


KAYLENE BASSETT 
 

Rodney College is saying “good bye” to a very 
special person at the end of Term 1. After 20 
years of serving staff and students in the tuck 
shop, Kaylene Bassett is hanging up her apron. 
Term 2, 1998 saw Kaylene take up the challenge 
of running the tuck shop at Rodney College. The 

college was a familiar place to Kaylene as she had 
gone to school here and her own children were 
students at the college. This was to be her ‘home’ 
for many years to come. 
 
In the early days, orders were placed in a slot 
under the school hall stage and Kaylene would fill 
the orders, ready for students to pick up. This led 
on to her actually serving the students at interval, 
then this increased to lunchtime as well. 
Kaylene was the liaison between the tuck shop 
and the PTA, helping prepare and serve many Ball 

and Prizegiving suppers. The 
staff have also been very 
fortunate to partake of 
Kaylene’s cooking. She has 
catered for staff dinners and 
her date scones, fresh from 
the oven, meant every staff 
member was in the 
staffroom for morning tea 
on those mornings. If the 
school needed food at short 
notice, Kaylene’s dedication 
and reliability would see that 
everything was sorted. 
We wish Kaylene the very 
best wishes for her future 
endeavours and know she 
will enjoy having a little 
more time to spend with her 
family and grandchildren. 

PST CONFERENCE REMINDER 

We have our Parent-Student-
Teacher conferences 
happening in the second week 
of Term 2. Please make sure 
you book a time to see your 
child’s Academic Counsellor. 

To make a booking see 
information that is included 
with this 
newsletter. 

We look 
forwarded to 
seeing you next 
term. 
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Attendance Procedures 
If you are going away on holiday or for an 

extended period of time, your parent/caregiver 

needs to send a letter to the principal, before you 

depart, stating the dates that you will be away 

from school and the reason for this absence. 

 

If you have been 

away from school 

for three days or 

more: You may 

be asked to bring 

a medical 

certificate by the 

Student Office 

Manager. 
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SHAKESPEARE FOR ENGLISH 
 

The Pop-Up Globe is the world's first full scale 
working replica of one of the world’s greatest 
theatres in history. Shakespeare's Second Globe 
Theatre has been beautifully recreated and 
successfully creates an immersive experience for 
the audience. While many do not enjoy the long 
sentences that are typically featured in 
Shakespeare's plays that are full of words that 
aren't really used today, like “thee’s” and “thou’s”, 
these plays are full of humour, bloodshed, and 
brutal scenes that will have the audience talking 
about it for days to come.  
 
Macbeth was one of four plays that were 
presented for the 2018 season; the other three 
being Julius Caesar, A Midsummer Night's Dream, 
and The Merchant Of Venice. This year, the two 
Year 13 English classes were given the 
opportunity to attend Macbeth at the picturesque 
Ellerslie Racecourse Gardens in Auckland on the 
21st of March.   
 
Macbeth tells a tale of a man honoured for his 
heroic exploits defending the King of Scotland. 
His world is overturned when three witches 
present him with a prophecy showing him that in 
his future, he will be King. Macbeth and his wife 

are uncertain if 
they are being 
manipulated by 
supernatural forces 
or just fulfilling 
their natural 
destiny, so they 
choose action over 
indecision. But it 

seems that 
murder is 
just the 
beginning of 
their fall 
into 
darkness 
and holding 
onto power 
could end 
up costing 
them their sanity and their souls. The cast 
produced a thrilling tale of a tragic hero, showing 
Macbeth to be Shakespeare's most haunting and 
timeless tragedy.  
 
The cast was a blend of male and female actors 
and musicians who transported the audience 400 
years into the past with well delivered lines and 
amazing acting. Standing in the “peasant” or 
groundlings area provided us with an awesome 
experience, placing us up close to the action. 
Actors interacted with the groundling audience 
and created an atmosphere filled with enjoyment. 
Being in the groundlings area is a great 
experience these days rather than sitting in the 
covered “wealthy” section as you really want to 
be close to the action to be as immersed as 
possible.  
 
The beautiful sunny weather really made for a 
great day and a wonderful experience. A huge 
thank you to Mrs Hackett, for organising the trip, 
and to Ms Landrey and Mrs Rae for escorting us 
on this amazing trip. I highly recommend this to 
anybody who has the opportunity to go.  

RODNEY LIFESAVERS SAVING LIVES Four students from Rodney College were in the 
team that saved 12 people who were caught in 
flash rips over the Easter Holidays. 

Billy Whelan (pictured far right front row) was 
one of the crew on the lifeguard boat, pulling 
aboard those caught. Ella Leonard, Holli 
McLennan and Ariel Hodgson, also on duty, 
rescued those stuck in the flash rips and swam 
people to shore. For some of the students it was 
the first time they had been in an actual rescue 
and they said the experience was an adrenaline 
rush. 

So often our lifeguards go unmentioned so a 
huge thanks to our dedicated lifeguards who give 
their time up and commit to saving lives.  
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LEVEL 1 SCIENCE & GEOGRAPHY TRIP 
 

Last month, the Year 11 Science classes, as well 
as the Level One Geography class, headed up to 

the Waipu Caves 
and Piroa falls. 
Once we arrived at 
each destination, 
we were given a 
teaching session 
and then we were 
off to collect our 
own data. We 
were to use our 
prior knowledge in 
combination with 
what we were 
taught at both the 
falls and caves to 
form our own 
conclusion as to 

how each was formed. At the caves, we looked at 

the formation of 
stalactites and 
stalagmites and 
how the water was 
weathering away 
the limestone to 
form the caves. At 
the falls, we looked 
at the number of 
types of rocks and 
the numerous 
plunge pools at the 
foot of the falls. All 
these sights and 
information were 
crucial to the NCEA 
standard we all sat a few weeks ago. It was great 
to go out and do some kinesthetic learning, rather 
than staring at a whiteboard for the lesson and it 
was an overall great day.  

Crimson Lily 

POLYFEST 

This year we were very privileged to attend 
the 2018 ASB Polyfest 
held at the Manukau 
Showgrounds, Auckland. 
Polyfest showcases an 
amazing fusion of Pasifika, 
Asian and Māori cultures. 
From exotic food stalls to 
incredible traditional 
dance, song and speech, 

Polyfest boasted a family friendly 
environment that our year group readily 
immersed themselves in. We would 
definitely recommend this opportunity to all 
future Year 13 students who are given the 
chance, and hope that it continues for 
many generations to come. 
 
Oskar & Donnya  - Cultural Leaders 

TONGARIRO GEO TRIP 
 

During Week 8 of Term One the Year 12 Geography 
class took part in a field trip to Tongariro National Park 
as part of the 2.5 Research internal assessment. 
Students were looking at variations in Vegetation at 
different sides of Mt Ruapehu - between Rangipo Desert 
and Ohakune.  Also as a part of the trip students 
walked the Tongariro Crossing - a 19.4km walk that 
begins at 1120m and required 
s students to climb the saddle between Mount 
Tongariro and Mount Ngauruhoe, through South Crater 
before climbing again to Red Crater, the highest point 
on the crossing at 1886m. Once over the saddle 
students enjoyed walking past the Emerald and Blue 
Lake before descending down past Ketetahi Hut to the 
track’s end.  The track allowed students to see an 
active volcanic area and the various features of the 
mountains including former glacial valleys, volcanic 
craters, past lava flows and see vegetation 
zonation.  The group stayed at Pukenui Lodge in 
National Park. A massive thanks to Ms Horrell-Morrison 
(Biology) 
Gary 
Marshall and 
Richard 
Jansen for 
their 
support and 
hard work 
during the 
trip.  
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INTERNATIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

I am Sophia Christmann, 16 years old and from 
Germany. On 19 January I left Germany and 
came to New Zealand. I had the most in 
incredible host family; they made me a part of 
their family.  On Wednesday 30 January I went to 
the school for the first time and I met all the 
other internationals and my buddy, Tamara 
Marshall. They showed us the whole school. I 
loved the school immediately. On the first day of 
school, everyone was really open and nice. They 
made me feel like a part of their group really 

quickly. They took 
me to all the 
classes, introduced 
me to everyone 
and they were 
there for me if I 
needed them. 
One thing I just 

loved about Rodney College is the relationship 
between teachers and students, because they 
give the students the feeling of being welcome 
and that they do everything to help you. And 
most importantly, the teachers support the 
students, know the students and are on the same 
level. I feel like every day was a highlight and I 
have some awesome memories. Almost every 
teacher who went on a trip, invited us to join in, 
which was really nice and I didn’t take it for 
granted. My favourite trip was the PE Camp with 
Mr De Haan. We also went to Leigh Goat Island 
Reserve twice with the school, the Bay of Islands, 
Waipu Caves, Shakespeare, Polyfest and a lot of 
other places. Out of school we went to Rotorua, 

Hobbiton, the South Island and Coromandel.  
Thank you to 
everyone at 
Rodney 
College for 
making these 
three months 
the most 
amazing ones 
in my life.  Sophia Christmann 
 
When we arrived we tramped to our campsite 
and set up our tents.  It was a beautiful place to 
stay, surrounded by native bush.   

The second day was bright and sunny.  We 
started our tramp to Peach Cove.  It takes three 
hours there and back. The climb up the mountain 
had so many steps, 860 steps! We climbed up 
and down the other side.  Some people found this 
climb very hard but we all helped each other.  We 
arrived at a pretty sandy beach where we went 
swimming. 

On the last day we visited Ocean Beach for a 
swim before the trip home. 

This was a wonderful experience.  We got much 
closer to the other people on the trip and the 
scenery was awesome.  The mountain and ocean 
views shone.  After our first ever tramping 
experience we 
would do it all 
again.  This is 
something we will 
never forget. 
 

Sara Osaka & Rin 
Nakamichi 

NEW TUCK SHOP 

We have our new menu starting in Term 2. So 
look out for the new products in the tuck shop. 

Read more information on the enclosed pamphlet 
and letter. 

http://www.rodneycollege.school.nz
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HOUSE CHAMPIONS 
 

1st  Wattenbach    1014   
2nd  Hanover    921 
3rd  Miles     854 
4th  Tyburnia    687 
 

ATHLETIC CHAMPIONS 
 
Junior Boys  
1st Kaden Mill    37 
2nd  Xavier Edmonds-Cooper 34 
3rd RJ Joseph    28 
 
Junior Girls 
1st Freesia Bates   19 
2nd Eve Hampson   13  
 
Intermediate Boys 
1st Noah Pride    45 
2nd Cameron Lambert  35 
3rd Jesse Manuell   33 
 
Intermediate Girls 
1st Drew Crosbie   39 
2nd Natasha Howe   33 
3rd  Saphael Hockenhull  21 
 
Senior Boys 
1st Javarne Porter   39 
2nd Jarod Tantrum   33 
3rd  Sage Walters-Hansen  24 
 
Senior Girls 
1st Georgia Brierly   44 
2nd Grace Oldfield   35 
3rd= Aleesha Walters   19 
 Tamara Marshall   19 
 
 

RECORDS BROKEN 
 

Senior Girls  
100m   Georgia Brierly  13.15 

Senior Boys 
Shotput  Javarne Porter   16.66 
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RESULTS 
 

JUNIOR BOYS 
800m  2nd  Curtis Osborne   2.23.91 
1500m 3rd Curtis Osborne   
Shot   2nd Xavier Edmonds-Cooper 10.62m
     
INTERMEDIATE GIRLS 
High   2nd Drew Crosbie   1.40m 
Javelin 2nd Katherine Pride   14.82m 
 
INTERMEDIATE BOYS 
800m 2nd Jackson Brierly   2.15.84 
3000m 2nd Jackson Brierly 
 

SENIOR GIRLS 
100m 1st Georgia Brierly   13.28 
200m 1st Georgia Brierly   27.43 
400m 1st Georgia Brierly 
Triple  3rd Grace Oldfield   8.64m 
Javelin 1st Sapphire Norburn-Cormack 27.15m 
   
SENIOR BOYS 
100m 3rd  Javarne Porter 
400m 3rd Jarod Tantrum   57.52 
800m 2nd Isaac Noser   2.12.74 
800m 3rd James Logue   2.21.62 
Javelin 1st Jarod Tantrum   41.23m 
Long  3rd Javarne Porter   5.67  
Discus 3rd Sage Walters-Hansen  28.39m 

NISS ATHLETICS WHANGANUI 

Georgia and Jackson Brierly both competed in 
Whanganui at the North Island Secondary Schools 
Athletics.  Georgia ran in the 
Senior Girls 200m, 400m and 
4x100m relay. Georgia came 
4th in the 400m and the relay 
team came 2nd. Jackson 
competed in the Intermediate 
Boys 800m (2.16.72)and 3000m 
(10.33.42). Getting to this event 
representing Rodney College at 
this level is a great 
achievement. 
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SPORTS ROUND UP  
 

Thanks to all the wonderful students, parents, 
teachers, community that have helped make this 
a rewarding term with lots of participation and 
success. 
 

Our change of venue for Athletics was a challenge 
from an organisational view but was very 
successful and there was definitely an increase in 
participation. It was great to see an increase in 
parents coming along to help and to support. 
Mike Kingi and I took a team of senior students to 
the Northland Secondary Schools Touch 
tournament in Kaikohe. This is an annual event 
that we have attended for many years and we 
entered a mixed team again this year. We had 
mixed results but had a good win against Ruawai. 
Big thanks to Rachel Brierly and Bridget Whyte for 
helping and transport. 
Last week we had three students compete in the 
Northland Secondary Schools Scholastic surfing 
series 2 with some awesome results. Trinity Smith 
2nd U14 Girls, Billy Whelan 1st Longboard, Corey 
Vercoe 3rd Longboard. The event was held at 
Sandy Bay. The third of the series is on the 17th 
May. 
 

Four students competed in Kaikohe in the 
Combined Training Equestrian event. This was a 
secondary schools competition with schools from 
all over Northland competing. Our team Brooklyn 
Wilson, Lexi Porteous, Tamara Marshall and Paige 
Rynne were placed 4th overall. Individual results in 
their classes:  Lexi Porteous 3rd Dressage, 4th 
overall (Pre Novice). Brooklyn Wilson 2nd Dressage 
2nd overall (Overall Training). Paige Rynne 3rd 
Dressage 2nd overall (Overall Pre Training). 
Tamara Marshall 6th Dressage 5th overall (Overall 
Pre Training). These girls plus Saphael 
Hockenhull, Rebekah and Morgan Chandler Bruce 
and Billie Mentzer are all competing in the 
Secondary Schools Equestrian Cup at Woodhill 
Sands. This is a very prestigious tournament with 
riders coming from a variety of schools from all 
over Northland, Auckland and surrounding areas 
including Cambridge. 
 

Netball is underway with the teams just been 
announced after several weeks of fitness trainings 
and trials. We really appreciate the help that we 
got from the independent selectors who travelled 
some distance and gave up their time to ensure 
that we had a robust trialling process. A welcome 
back and lots of gratitude to Irene Gubb who has 
been selected in the role of Team 1 coach for 
Rodney College. Irene coached for Rodney 

College several years ago and has returned to 
help our students with even more experience 
from various coaching roles in Auckland. Irene is 
the Junior Development Officer of Netball 
Northern. Training for all teams is every Tuesday 
4pm-6pm at Centennial Park. 
 

Hockey is underway, having been training for 
some weeks now. They have had 2 trials and plan 
to have 2 teams again this year. Games start on 
the first Monday of Term 2 in Whangarei. 
We have had a lot of interest in soccer from both 
boys and girls but are struggling for coaches, 
managers, referees and transporters. At this stage 
we have 2 boys’ teams and 1 girl’s team.   If you 
can be of any help in any way please contact me 
by phone or txt. Maria 027 6944480. 
 

Congratulations to Ethan Whyte, Victoria Vakatini-
Harding and Georgia Brierly who recently 
represented Northland at the Tag Nationals in 
Wellington. Their team came 10th overall - Well 
done! 
Another congratulations goes to Georgia and 
Jackson Brierly for competing at NISS Athletics; 
see the Athletics page for details. 
 

 Well done to our Basketball boys who have been 
in playing in the Kaipara Basketball tournament 
on Friday nights against other schools and adult 
social teams. This is their second year playing in 
this tournament and I am really impressed how 
they organise /manage themselves to play each 
week. Tyler Murray said the team has really 
improved over time and is gaining more wins.  
Massive congratulations to Victoria Vakatini-
Harding who has been selected for NZ U21 Mixed 
Tag Team competing this weekend (13th 14th 
April) against Australia at  Waitakere  Stadium. 
Her next big tournament is in November in the 
World Cup Tournament held in NZ. Victoria was 
also selected for Oceania Maori U18 Girls playing 
against Cook Is, Samoa, Tonga and NZ 
Invitational side. Tremayne Vakatini-Harding was 
selected for Cook Is U16 Mixed Team. 
 

Next term, besides Hockey, Soccer, Rugby and 
Netball starting, we also have Northland 
Secondary Schools tournaments in Squash and 
Golf. Term 2 is also Cross Country season with 
our school cross country on  22 May and Hoteo 
Cross Country on 31 May.  It would be a good 
idea to start training for these if you haven’t 
already! 
 
Maria Northin 
Sports Coordinator 
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NETBALL FEES 

All netball fees must be paid by 

Thursday 3 May. 

We are unable to 

play on the courts if 

they are not paid. 
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Mrs M Williams Absences 
423 6038 
attendance@rodneycollege.school.nz  

Mrs C Wright 
GATEWAY 
Careers 

423 6037 
colleen.wright@rodneycollege.school.nz  

Mr C Byars Guidance Counsellor 423 6036 

Mrs P Bond Accounts Payable 
423 6034 
eo@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Ms S Landrey Year 9 Dean  susan.landrey@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Ms B Parlane Year 10 Dean bev.parlane@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Mr M Kingi Year 11 Dean michael.kingi@rodneycollege.school.nz  

Mr I Callachan 
Year 12 Dean 
  

ian.callachan@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Ms C Lichtnecker Year 13 Dean carole.lichtnecker@rodneycollege.school.nz 

Mrs H McDonald 
SENCO  
(Learning Support) 

423 6030xtn 260 
helen.mcdonald@rodneycollege.school.nz 

We like to highlight every achievement for our students. If you become aware of one of our student’s 

adventures / achievements, please contact Jo Warahi in the front office. 

Monday 30 April Start of Term 2 

Thursday 10 May PST Conferences 

Tuesday 22 May School Cross Country 

Saturday 26 May Northland Rock Quest 

Thursday 31 May Hoteo Cross Country 

Friday 1 June Teachers Only Day 

Monday 4 June Queens Birthday 

Wednesday 6 June Lower North Cross Country 

Tuesday 12 June Northland Cross Country 

Saturday 7 July Term 2 Holidays start 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 2018 

CONTACTS 
2018 

A warm invitation is extended to all family and friends to attend all events during the year. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

http://www.rodneycollege.school.nz
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NORTHLAND ATHLETICS TEAM 

EQUESTRIAN TEAM NCEA 
COMMEDIA  
DELL’ARTE 


